As featured in Amer'l'ca n
Nurseryman

Upstart marketing
program, Utah’s Choice,
promotes regionally
appropriate plants to
create a distinctive

Utah’
Choice

Intermountain
West landscape.

SNative

he Intermountain West is a vast area that stretches from
the Sierras on the west to the Rockies on the east, from the in-
terior valleys of British Columbia to the pine forests of north-
ern Arizona. But the region is rarely acknowledged from a
national gardening perspective. We get lumped in with the
Rocky Mountains, the Southwest, California or the Pacific
Northwest. The reason? Because it is so sparsely populated,
the Intermountain West is rather unimportant from a national
marketing perspective.

The Salt Lake City metropolitan area is the only major urban area, although smaller
cities like Boise and Pocatello, ID; Reno, NV; and Spokane and Pullman, WA, are scat-
tered across the landscape. While there aren’t many urban centers in the region, there
are hundreds of small towns where European gardening traditions — especially flower
gardening — are alive and well. And where there are gardeners, there are nurseries.

Using well-adapted plants. Even though the Intermountain West is not a major
target for national marketing programs, it is the primary market for the regional
nursery industry. From this perspective, there is every reason to produce, promote,
sell and use regionally appropriate plants. Cold winters and hot, dry summers gen-
erally characterize our region. This requires a particular palette of plants that can
cope with these extremes.

Because the Intermountain West gen-
erally has a semiarid climate, particu-
larly in the valleys where most of the
people live, water is limiting. The drought
of the past few years has gotten people’s
attention, but drought in this regionis a
common event, not an anomaly. Fur-
thermore, with limited water supplies
and high population growth rate, water
use — especially landscape water use —
can only become more and more of a
contentious issue. For this reason, many
people are coming to realize that the
way around the problem of excessive
landscape water use lies in selecting
drought-tolerant plants.

Another reason that low water-use al-
ternatives are becoming more attractive
to people is that they have the accurate
perception that these landscapes will
also be lower maintenance than tradi-
tional turf-dominated landscapes. It is
certainly true that inputs such as fertiliz-
ers and pesticides as well as water can
be greatly reduced in a well-designed,
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